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William “Buddy” Masters

Buddy started karate training in Okinawa at the age of 10. His first instructor was Kaicho Isao Kise, Master Fusei Kise's son. After receiving his first rank under Kaicho Isao Kise, classes moved location and Master Fusei Kise started teaching the class. 


Buddy received his Sho Dan, Jr. (1st Degree Black Belt, Junior) in 1986 at the age of 12 and in 1989, he would receive Sho Dan at the Honbu Dojo in Okinawa City.


Buddy started training with Sensei John Shipes of Athens, Texas, in 2007. Through Sensei Shipes, Buddy has been awarded the ranks of San Dan (3rd Degree) in Karate, Ni Dan (2nd Degree) in Kobudo (Weapons) and Sho Dan (1st Degree) in Tuide (Joint Manipulation and Locking Techniques). He is also one of Sensei Shipes' Certified Instructors and is also a Chartered Dojo member through Okinawa.

He has also trained in Gracie BJJ, Tae Kwon Do and Combat Hapkido.

Buddy is Chief Instructor of Masters Self Defense Concepts in Cabot, Arkansas.


